
 

   
 

Year 3 -Medium Term Planning  

Our World 

Focus: Water Warriors! 
 

Global Citizenship Core Text and Hook Community / Global 

Project Outcome 

 

 
Our World 

 

Finance and Enterprise 
 

‘Water Warriors’ 

 
 

 
The Water Princess by Susan 

Verde 

Children are aware of wider issues 
outside of their community and are 
able to connect these issues with their 
own experiences. Children to raise 
money for Water Aid UK by planning, 
organizing and participating in a 
sponsored walk. 
 

Curriculum Driver:  
Finance and Enterprise 

Linked school value  Global Goals 

 
Value: Kindness and Courage  

 

 

 

Curriculum Table / Display Proposed Trip/Visitors 
Key Questions: What is happening to 

our oceans and seas? Why is our 

water environment changing? What is 

clean water? Who has access to 

clean water?  How can we help? Are 

there organisations who currently 

support this issue? How do people 

Speaker from Water aid UK. 
 
Sea life Centre London Or virtual 
online aquarium your. 



 

   
 

access water? How do people clean 

water? What are the different sources 

of water?  

Key Images:  Water filters, water 

purifiers, water butts, clean water, 

muddy water, water fountains, and 

muddy rivers. Images from the UK and 

Africa.  

Key Artefacts: Fish, bowl, food, water 

filters, bottles of water.   

Key Vocabulary: Water, equality, 
germs hygiene, healthy, hygienic and 
unhygienic. 

 

 
 
 

Global Citizenship Building Blocks 
 

 

 

 

Knowledge and Understanding  

 

Skills Attitudes 

 

Sustainable Development  

 

 

Self-awareness and reflection  

 

Informed and reflective action 

 

 

Concern for the Environment and a 

commitment for a sustainable 

development  

 

 

 

 
 

Week 1 Please record building blocks from history / geography and subject drivers in this section. 
Remember to move through each stage above – from exploring to evaluating your project. 

 

Exploring Deepening Planning Delivering Evaluating



 

   
 

Immerse into water pollution topic.  

What do we know? Children to create mind map about what they already know about water pollution.  

Use videos/pictures after.  
Week 2 

 

 

Read the first half of, ‘Alba, the hundred-year-old fish’ by Lara Hawthorne- until the page ‘wonderful collection’ in 

English lessons. 
Key question- where in the world could this story take place? Use book for clues- bright blue sea, coastal area, 

warm shallow water, green grass (ie not desert). Children to use Atlases to explore where the story could have 
taken place. Name the seven continents and the 5 oceans, notice physical characteristics. Enc use of previously 
learnt vocabulary including beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, 

season and weather. Notice/ identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle. Children to 

mark their ideas on a world map and to write, using geographical vocabulary reasons for their choice/s.  
Geography BB  

• Name and recognize the seven continents.  

• Name the five major oceans of the world.  

• Find the same place on a globe and an atlas.  
• Use maps and atlases (age-appropriate) by the contents and indexes.  

• Recognize the 8 points of the compass – N, NE, E, SE, S, SW, W, NW  

    
Week 3 

 

 

Key Question – how was water used in Ancient Egypt? 

Use secondary sources to gather information about the importance of water in ancient times. Children to write an 
explanation about the different uses of water. Pictures for prompts. 

 
History BB 

• Suggest why certain events happened.  

• Give reasons why people acted as they did in history.  

• Use various sources to piece together information about a period in history.  

Research an event from the past.  
Week 4 Key Question - ‘What is water pollution?’ ‘Is it real or fiction?’ Children then research water pollution on iPads making 

notes. Use Kiddle.co make notes under headings; what is happening/who or what does it affect/what can we do? 
Week 5 Children to use notes from last week.   

Present findings as a grid; what is happening/who or what does it affect/what can we do? 
Week 6 Potential virtual online tour of aquarium. Ocean conservation trust. 
Week 7  

 HALF TERM 
Week 8 WORLD WATER DAY – 22nd March  



 

   
 

How does water shape our world? 

 Reducing and reusing/ water in our environment/ ecosystems/ nature-based solutions  
Children to investigate and present ways to promote water knowledge of how to make the use of it sustainable for 
our world. 

 
Week 9 Video from Water Aid Speaker – Write a reflection about what they have learned.   
Week 10 

 

 

Tell children we will be hosting a sponsored walk at home and at school! 
 
Create a poster to inform people about out sponsored walk and persuade them to donate.  

(Set up go fund me page for people to donate to!) 
Week 11 

 

Key Question- What are the purpose of rivers and what impact do they have locally? 

 
Children to look at the formation of rivers and where they are situated in the UK. How do they form and name the 

parts of a river.  
 
Look at local map and locate river and create a key using the ordinate survey symbols.  

 
Geography BB 

• Accurately plot NESW on a map. 

• Using basic Ordnance Survey map symbols. 
Week 12 

 

 

Key Question- How did the Romans use water to support their lives? 

Investigate the user of Roman Baths- What did they bring to the Roman Empire? How did the water works connect 

across the city? Can we look at Baths that still exist today?  

History BB 
• Recognise that Britain has been invaded by several different groups over time. (Roman settlement)  

• Explain why archaeologists are useful in helping us to understand the past. 
• Use various sources to piece together information about a period in history. 

Week 13 Sponsored Walk – Friday Afternoon?  

Ensure all resources are ready etc. Plan event. 
Week 14  

 

 

 

 



 

   
 

 

English 

 

 

 
Week 1 

WB: 22/2/21 

Week 2 
WB: 1/3/21 

 

Week 3 
WB: 8/3/21 

 

Week 4 
WB:15/3/21 

Week 5 
WB: 22/3/21  

 

Week 6 
WB:22/3/21 

Week 7 
WB: 29/3/21 

SPaG Focus:  
 

Conjunctions 

To express time 

and cause 
 

SPaG Focus: 
 

Fronted Adverbials 

 
 

SPaG Focus: 
 

Fronted Adverbials 

(including using 
commas) 

 

 

SPaG Focus: 
 

Possessive 

Apostrophes 

SPaG Focus: 
 

Present perfect 

form of verbs 

SPaG Focus: 
 

Spag Week 

 

SPaG Focus: 
 

Spag Week 

 

 
 

Persuasive writing 

  
Research 

Persuasive letter 
(immerse children 

into persuasive 

language 
features and 

examples). 
 
 

 

 
 
Persuasive writing 

(Letter) 

 

Raising Funds for Water Aid to 

help a town in Burkina Faso 

(Where Gie Gie is from in our core 

text) … 

 

Write a letter to our parents 

explaining that we are fundraising 

for Water Aid and need sponsors! 
https://www.wateraid.org/uk/get-

 
Performance  

Poetry 

Introduction to Per 

Link theme from 

core text with 
performance 

Poetry. 

Immersion. 
Choose and 

prepare poems for 
performance, 

identifying 

appropriate 
expression, tone, 

volume and use of 

 
Performance  

Poetry 
Collect vocab. for 
writing a performance 
poem. 
Explore verb tenses. 
Draft/write own poem. 

 

 

Outcome:  write 

own performance 

poem and publish 

 

Non-Fiction 

Writing - -

Newspaper         

Report 

 

Immersion into 

newspapers, 
structure and  

language 

features,  

Non-Fiction 

Writing -  

Newspaper 

Report 

 

Write a report on 

the research 
chrn conducted 

about water 

shortage around 
the world. Link to 

Burkina Faso in 

Africa (narrating 
the hardship the 

 

(3 days) 

 
Dictation 

 

Express time, 
place and 

cause using 

adverbs. 
 

Present 
perfect form 

of verbs 
 
Punctuating 

direct Speech 

 

Inspire Immerse Analyse Generate Model Write Edit Publish 

https://www.wateraid.org/uk/get-involved/fundraising/fundraising-ideas-for-schools


 

   
 

involved/fundraising/fundraising-

ideas-for-schools 
 

Outcome: Persuasive letter and 
publish 
 

voices and other 

sounds. 

 

villagers go 

through) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Maths 
 

Week 1 
Wb  

22.02.21 

Week 2 
WB  

01.03.21 

Week 3 
WB  

08.03.21 

Week 4 
WB 

15.03.21 

Week 5 
WB  

22.03.21 

Week 6 
WB  

29.03.21 

Week 

7 
WB 

Focus for the week: 

 

Statistics 

 

Focus for the week: 

 

Length and 

Perimeter 

 

Focus for the week:  

 

Length and 

Perimeter 

 

Focus for the week: 

 

Length and 

Perimeter 

 

Focus for the week: 

 

Fractions 

 

 

Focus for the week: 

 

Fractions 

 

 

Focus 

for the 
week: 

 

Bar graphs 
Pictograms 

Tables  

 
Children construct 
pictograms and 
choose an 
appropriate key. They 

Measure length  
Equivalent length  

Compare Length  
 
Children begin to 
measure larger 
objects using metres. 
They think about 

Add length  
Subtract length  

 
Children add lengths 
given in different units 
of measurement. They 
convert 
measurements to the 

Perimeter: 
 Measure perimeter 

Calculate perimeter  
 
Children are 
introduced to 
perimeter for the first 
time. They explore 

Recap Y2 Fraction Learning  
 

Recap Y2 Fraction Learning 
 

 

https://www.wateraid.org/uk/get-involved/fundraising/fundraising-ideas-for-schools
https://www.wateraid.org/uk/get-involved/fundraising/fundraising-ideas-for-schools


 

   
 

continue to read and 
interpret information 
in order to answer 
questions about the 
data. 
 
Children read and 
interpret bar charts 
with scales of 1, 2, 5 

and 10. They decide 
which scale will be 
the most appropriate 
when drawing their 
own bar charts. 
 Interpret information 
from tables to answer 
one and two-step 
problems. They use 
their addition and 
subtraction skills to 
answer questions 
accurately and ask 
their own questions 
about the data in 
tables. 

whether it is better to 
measure items in 
centimetres or metres 
and discuss the 
reasons why. 
 
Children recognise 
that 100 cm is 
equivalent to 1 metre. 

They use this 
knowledge to convert 
other multiples of 100 
cm into metres and 
vice versa. When 
looking at lengths that 
are not multiples of 
100, they partition the 
measurement and 
convert into metres 
and centimetres. 
 
Children compare 
and order lengths 
based on 
measurements in mm, 

cm and m. 

same unit of length to 
add more efficiently 
 
Children use take-
away and finding the 
difference to subtract 
lengths. Encourage 
children to look for 
the most efficient way 

to calculate and 
develop their mental 
subtraction strategies. 

what perimeter is and 
what it isn’t. Children 
measure the 
perimeter of simple 2-
D shapes. They may 
compare different 2-D 
shapes which have 
the same perimeter. 
Children make 

connections between 
the properties of 2-D 
shapes and 
measuring the 
perimeter.  

Children understand that halving is 
splitting a whole into two equal 
parts. 
Children find a half of a set of 
objects or quantity. 
 
Recognise quarters of shapes, 
objects and quantities. 
 
Children find quarters of shapes, 
objects and quantities. 

 
 
Children apply understanding of 
fractions to finding thirds. 
 
Children build on their 
understanding of a third and three 
equal parts to find a third of a 
quantity. 
Children understand the concept of 
a unit fraction by recognizing it as 
one equal part of a whole. 
 
Children are introduced to the non-
unit fractions ' ) and ) ( for the first 
time. 

 
 

         

 

Discrete Subjects  

 

 Week 1 
WB  

 

Week 2 
WB  

 

Week 3 
WB  

 

Week 4 
WB  

 
 

Week 5 
WB  

Week 6 
WB  

 

Week 

7 
WB  

 



 

   
 

Whole 

Class 

Reading  

Strategies:  

Prediction 
 
Core Text: The 
Water Princess 

 

  
 

 

Strategies:  

Questioning 
 
Core Text: The 
Water Princess 

 

 

Strategies: 

Inference 

 
Fiction 

 

Strategies: 

Retrieval 

 
Poetry 
 

Strategies: 

Clarifying 
 
Fiction 

 

 

Strategies: 

Summarising 

 
Non-Fiction 

Strategi

es: 
 

 

Science 

 

 

 
 

Pushes and Pulls 

 

LO: to identify the 

forces acting on 

objects. 

 

Children will 

notice that some 

forces need 

contact between 

two 

objects by 

identifying the 

different types of 

forces acting 

on objects. 

 

 

Faster and Slower 

 

LO: to investigate 

the effects of 

friction on 

different 

surfaces. 

 

Children will 

compare how 

things move on 

different surfaces 

by 

investigating the 

speed of a toy car 

over different 
surfaces. 

 

 
Scrapyard 

Challenge 

 

LO: to sort 

magnetic and 

non-magnetic 

materials. 

 

Children will 

notice that 

magnetic forces 

can act at a 

distance and 

attract some 

materials and not 

others by sorting 

materials. 

They will compare 

and group 

materials 

according to 

whether 

 

Magnet Strength 

 

LO: to investigate 

the strength of 

magnets. 

 

Children will 

observe how 

magnets attract 

or repel each 

other and 

attract some 

materials and not 

others by 

investigating the 

strength of 

different magnets. 

 

 

 
Magnetism  

 

LO: to observe over 

time  

 

If we magnetise a 

pin, how long does it 

stay magnetised 

for? 

 

Children will use a 

magnet to 

magnetize a pin 

and observe how 

long it stays for.  

 
 

 

 

Marvellous Magnets 

 

LO: to explain that 

magnets attract some 

materials. 

 

Children will observe 

how magnets attract or 

repel each other and 

attract some materials 

and not others by 

making, playing 

and evaluating a 

magnetic game. 

LO: 
 

Activity: 



 

   
 

they are 

magnetic by 
sorting materials. 

Computing 

 
 

Spreadsheet 

To create pie 
charts and bar 

graphs. 

 
•Children can 

create a table of 

data on a 
spreadsheet. 

•Children can use 
a spreadsheet 

program to 

automatically 
create charts and 

graphs from data. 

 

 
Spreadsheet 

To use the ‘more 
than’, ‘less than’ 

and ‘equals’ tools 

 
• less than’ and 

‘equals’ tools to 

compare different 
numbers and help 

to work out 
solutions to sums. 

•Children can use 

the ‘spin’ 
tool to count 

through times 

tables. Children 
can use the ‘more 

than. 

 

 
 

Spreadsheet 

To introduce the 
Advanced Mode 

of 2Calculate and 

use coordinates. 
 

•Children can 

describe a cell 
location in a 

spreadsheet using 
the notation of a 

letter for the 

column followed 
by a number for 

the row. 

 
•Children 

can find specified 

locations in a 
spreadsheet. 

 
 

Database 

To sort objects 
using just YES/NO 

questions 

 
•Children 

understand how 

YES/NO questions 
are structured and 

answered 
 

•Children have 

used YES/NO 
questioning to 

play a simple 

game with a 
friend. 

 

 
Database 

To complete a 
branching database 

using 2Question. 

 
•Children have 

contributed to a class 

branching database 
about fruit. 

 
•Children have 

completed a 

branching database 
about vegetables. 
 

 
 

 

 
Database 

To create a branching 
database of the 

children’s choice. 

 
•Children can choose a 

suitable topic for a 

branching database. 
 

•Children can select 
and save appropriate 

images. 

•Children 
can create a branching 

database 

.•Children know how to 
use and debug their 

own branching 

database. 
 

 

LO: 

 

Activity: 

R.E The Easter Story lesson 1 
 

 

LO: to recall the Easter Story. 
 

The Last Supper lesson 2 
 
LO: to explain the importance of Jesus’ 

words at The Last Supper. 
 

The Cross and the Resurrection Lesson 3 
 

LO: to explain the importance, in Christianity, of 

the cross 
and the resurrection going together. 
 

The 
Cross 

and the 

Resurre
ction 



 

   
 

Children enact first part of story and 

use juice and bread to ‘experience’ 
the last supper. Children then 

sequence story at differentiated levels. 
 

• A BBC video detailing the 
story of the crucifixion and 
resurrection 
• Scissors 
• Glue 
• Loaf of bread 
• Large cup of juice 
• Cup per child 
 

Key vocabulary; 

Crucifixion, tomb. 
Activity: 

 

BB (across the term) 

- Examine ways in which prayer and 

meditation helps a person find 

meaning. 

- Explore some key concepts such 

as “enlightenment” and “heaven” 

- Discuss stories with issues and 

dilemmas and understand how a 

person’s faith may affect their 

actions.   

 

Children read together an extract from 

St. John’s Gospel (John 15: 13-17). They 
discuss this passage in groups as well as 

a class and consider the question, 
‘What is the real meaning behind 

Jesus’ words?’. Children then consider 

what they can do for their friends to 
make their lives happier/easier. 

Children then write a message 

explaining how they will do this on one 
of the petals of a friendship flower. The 

flower is then passed on and children 

write a new message on another petal. 
Keep for display. 

 

• Colouring pencils 

Children hear the rest of the Easter story. They 

discuss what happened and the meaning behind 
the story in groups and as a class. They then make 

a craft cross to show the symbolism of the cross at 
Easter. 

 

• Sticky back plastic 
• A variety of bright coloured 
tissue paper 
• Black paper 
• Glue 
Extra lesson; 

New Life 
LO: to explain why Easter eggs are given at 

Easter. Refer planning file. Use IF time. 

Lesson 

3 
 

 

Art /DT  Brilliant Bridges  

 
Research bridges 

around the world.  

 
Identify some of 

the great 

designers in all of 
the areas of study 

Look at key 

designers of 
Bridges.  

 

Brunel  
 

Discuss materials 

to use.  
 

Design your own 

model bridge 

which techniques 

do you need to 

include. 

 

Use toy cars to 

model the use. 

Get peer review 

on model bridge 
and discuss any 

changes that 

need to be made. 
  
Improve upon 

existing designs, 

 Make model bridge.  

 

Cut materials 

accurately and safely 

by selecting the 

appropriate tools. 

 

Reflect and evaluate 

bridge. Look at using a 
toy car and boat to see 

if the structure is viable 

for use.  
 

 

 
 

LO: 

 
Activity: 



 

   
 

(including 

pioneers in 
horticultural 

techniques) to 
generate ideas for 

designs. 

 

-  

-Use scientific 

knowledge of the 

transference of 

forces to choose 

appropriate 

mechanisms for a 

product (such as 

levers, winding 

mechanisms, 

pulleys, and 

gears). 

 

-Know about 

movement of 

simple 

mechanisms such 

as levers and 

linkages. 

 

 

Do they need a 

draw bridge- how 

could this be 

made? 

 

 

-Suggest what 

went well and 

what would be 

done differently 

when evaluating 

their own product. 

 

giving reasons or 
choices. 
 

List of materials 

needed.  
 

-Measure and mark to 

the nearest mm. 

 

- Apply appropriate 

cutting and shaping 

techniques that 

include cuts within the 

perimeter of the 

material (such as slots 

or cut outs). 

 

-Select appropriate 

joining techniques. 
 

 

Strengthen materials 

using suitable 

techniques. 

 

French L.O: To recall and recognise members 

of our family  

Lesson Scheme – LJR Y4 Lesson 10 

L.O: recap knowledge of colours  L.O: to use French vocabulary to describe the 

Easter egg. 

Lesson Scheme - LJR Y4 Lesson 14 

LO: 

 

Activity: 

P.E  
Complete PE 

scheme; 

Outdoor 

Adventure  

 

Recap 

LO; to recognise 
that every 

member of the 

team is needed in 
order to work 

effectively (ie win) 
 

 
Complete PE 

scheme; 

Outdoor 

Adventure 

Recap 

 

LO; to discuss 

strategies and 

tactics to achieve 
an outcome. 

 

Activity; 
cooperation 

challenge 3- 

bench activity as 

 
Complete PE 

scheme; 

Outdoor 

Adventure 

 

LO: to consider 

why some teams 
win and some 

teams lose. 

 
Activity; as bench 

activity with secret 

number 
challenge. 

 
Complete PE 

scheme; 

Outdoor 

Adventure 

 

Continue; 

LO: to consider 
why some teams 

win and some 

teams lose. 
 

Activity; as bench 

activity with secret 
number 

challenge. 

 
Complete PE scheme; 

Outdoor Adventure 

 

LO; to consider our 

own responsibilities 
within a team. 

 

Activity; caving 
 

 
Orienteering Event  

LO: 
 

Activity: 



 

   
 

 

 

Activity; bench 

challenge with 
birthday.  

HA with 2 
members 

blindfolded. Then  

around the clock 
challenge. 

 

 

wk 1 but without 

talking. 
The Place the pen 

challenge 
 

Then River Rope 

Challenge 
 

Then River Rope 

Challenge 
 

 

RsE/PSHE 
(Class 

assembly) 

LO:  

Use building 

blocks that are 
NOT going to be 

covered by your 

curriculum over 
the year and also 

NOT covered in 

assembly 

LO: Exploring 

different types of 

family units   

LO: Respecting 

the similarities and 

differences in 
children 

regardless of their 

gender.   

LO: About 

different types of 

relationships LGBT 
  

About differences 

and similarities 
between people  
 

LO: About growing 

older.  

  
Similarities and 

differences between 

boys and girls. 
   

The correct names for 

the body parts.   
  
 

LO: to be able to use the 

correct terminology for 

different parts of the 
body including ‘private 

parts’   

LO: 


